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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

4th Sunday after the Epiphany                                              February 1, 2026 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
( * Indicates when people are invited to stand) 
 

PRELUDE:     “Softly and Tenderly”   Arr Mark Hayes                           
 

WORDS OF WELCOME     
 

*CALL TO PRAYER 
In the midst of the congregation, let us praise the Lord! 

Our lips shall speak of God’s goodness and grace. 
Before you were formed in the womb, God knew you. 

Before we were born, God consecrated us for his purpose. 
Do not be afraid, for the Lord is with you to deliver you. 

We come to worship the One who calls us by name. Let us worship God! 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Holy God, you are the light that shines in the darkness and the love that never ends. We thank 
you for calling us into your presence today. As we hear your Word, soften our hearts and open 
our ears. Like the prophets of old, give us the courage to speak your truth and the grace to live 
out your love in a world that so desperately needs it. In the name of Jesus Christ, the Living 
Word, we pray.  

Amen. 
 

*HYMN: 451    “Be Thou My Vision”     vs 1-3 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, we admit that we often lack the courage of our convictions. You 
call us to speak, but we remain silent. You call us to love, but we choose 
indifference or resentment. We focus on our own limitations instead of your 
infinite power. Forgive us for the times we have turned away from your call. 
Cleanse our hearts and rekindle the fire of your Spirit within us, that we may be 
instruments of your peace. Amen 

 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Hear the good news: God’s love never fails. It does not insist on its own way, and it keeps no 
record of wrongs. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen. 
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*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
(The congregation may greet one another in the peace of Christ.) 
                                

OLD TESTAMENT: Micah 6:1-8 (NIV) 
Listen to what the Lord says: 
“Stand up, plead my case before the mountains; 
    let the hills hear what you have to say. 
 

“Hear, you mountains, the Lord’s accusation; 
    listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. 
For the Lord has a case against his people; 
    he is lodging a charge against Israel. 
 

“My people, what have I done to you? 
    How have I burdened you? Answer me. 
I brought you up out of Egypt 
    and redeemed you from the land of slavery. 
I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. 
    My people, remember what Balak king of Moab plotted 
and what Balaam son of Beor answered. 
    Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the righteous acts of the Lord.” 
 

With what shall I come before the Lord 
    and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? 
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 
 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 
This is the Word of God, for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: 15 (NIV) 
Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may live on your holy mountain? 
 The one whose walk is blameless, who does what is righteous, who speaks the 
 truth from their heart; 
whose tongue utters no slander, who does no wrong to a neighbor, and casts no slur on others; 
 who despises a vile person but honors those who fear the Lord; who keeps an 
 oath even when it hurts, and does not change their mind; 
who lends money to the poor without interest; who does not accept a bribe against the innocent. 
 Whoever does these things will never be shaken. 
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EPISTLE: I Corinthians 1:18-31 (NIV) 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.  For it is written: 
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 
 

 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe.  Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,  but we 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,  but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than human strength. 
 

 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise 
by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.  But God chose 
the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong.  God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the 
things that are not—to nullify the things that are,  so that no one may boast before him.  It is 
because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, 
our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts 
boast in the Lord.” 
 
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 
This is the Word of God, for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 (NIV) 
The gospel according to Matthew. 
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples 
came to him,  and he began to teach them. He said: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the  
kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 
This is the Word of God, for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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REFLECTIONS ON GOD’S WORD                Pastor Rob Odum 
 
HYMN: 87     “What Gift Can We Bring”    vs 1-4 
                                                             
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray. 

Gracious God, everything we have is a gift from your hand. We return these 
tithes and offerings to you now as an act of worship and trust. Use these gifts, 
and use our lives, to build your kingdom of love, justice, and mercy. May our 
giving be a reflection of the love that "bears all things, believes all things, and 
hopes all things." In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   By Edward Miller 
   
*DOXOLOGY: 94      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
 the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 

 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  

INVITATION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, almighty 
God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath 
of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us 
from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets, 
who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness like an  
ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war anymore. 
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
 glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
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Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him to preach good 
news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would save 
your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his 
suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin 
and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. At his ascension you 
exalted him to sit and reign with you at your right hand. 
 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
 

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them 
be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed 
by his blood. 

 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is 
yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SERVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Eternal God, as we have shared together of your body and your blood, remind us 
that we are called to share of ourselves with all who we might encounter.  
Help us to welcome the stranger, the outcast, the unloved and the forgotten. In 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN: 469  “Jesus is All the World to Me”     vs 1-4 
 

*BENEDICTION  
Go forth now into the world in peace.  Be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and love your 
neighbor as yourself.  And the blessing of God Almighty—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 
 Amen. 
 
*POSTLUDE:    “Ancient of Days”    By Sadler and Harvill 
 
                    
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February Liturgists Ushers 

1st Carolyn Ettlie Don Reid & Dave Krey 
8th Chris Guse Don Reid & Dave Krey 

15th John Hurley Don Reid & Dave Krey 
22nd Connie Ziegler Don Reid & Dave Krey 

             Ash Wednesday Services  
Wednesday, February 18th                   
at 6pm at Memorial UMC  
  Imposition of ashes will  

     be part of these services. 
  

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Sunday, 9:15am 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday, 10:30am 

CERAMICS: Mondays, 1-9pm 

CHANCEL CHOIR: Thursday, 6:30-7:25pm 

JOYFUL BELLS: Thursday, 7:30-8:30pm 

DINING OUT GROUP: February 14th at 5pm at:                                    

 Final Approach                                                        

 4959 S Howell Ave, Milwaukee, WI  

SASSY SOWERS: 1st Tuesday & 3rd Thursday,10am-1pm 

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST: 3rd Tuesday, 9am at Meyers    

MEN’S BREAKFAST: 3rd Thursday, 8:30am at Meyers 

VALENTINE / MARDI GRAS CAFÉ:  

 after the church service on Sunday, Feb.15th  

YARN SALE: February 20th & 21st from 9-3, and  

 the 22nd from 9-1.     

Memorial UMC 

General Information & Staff                             
3450 South 52nd Street, Greenfield, WI 53219 

Church Phone: 414-545-2440 

Church Email: mumcgreenfield@gmail.com 

Pastor:  Rev. Rob Odum, 414-238-8367 

Pastor’s Email: robdodum@gmail.com 

Director of Music: Sarah Brumm 

Hymn Leaders: Sarah Brumm, 

Summer Ketchell, Emily Bergeron 

Pianist & Organist: Karen Fetzer 

Live Stream Production Team: 

Brad Weller, Xylia-Sophia Conn, 

John Stoekl, Tom Rowe, Greg Ettlie 

Office Administrator: Peggy Leonhardt   

Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9am-1pm 

YARN EXTRAVAGANZA AND MORE 

Friday, February 20, 2026, 9am to 3pm.     
Saturday, February 21, 2026, 9am to 3pm.       
Sunday, February 22 after the church service till 
1pm. Please invite your Family.                                 
Neighbors and Friends!!!!!!                                      
Bring a can of soup or fruit and                               
receive a skein of yarn free!                                                                              
For Project Concern (up to three free items).            
All yarn is reasonably priced, cash only please.           
A light lunch will be available for a fee of $5.00.         
Any questions please contact Mary Schultz at        
414-526-2715 or greeneyesgerman@wi.rr.com. 

 There is a NEW COMMITTEE (no name yet) to work 
on planning small socials for the church.  Anyone 

interested in participating in this committee, please 
contact Kathy Vanden Berg.  

RAISERIGHT GIFT CARDS 
We are continuing to make efforts to increase the use of 
the gift card program. This program allows members of 
Memorial to purchase gift cards for use at a variety of 
retail businesses including food stores, restaurants, gas 
stations, theaters, and   department stores. When these 
cards are purchased, Memorial Church                
receives a percentage return of the                              
purchase price varying                                                     
from 1 to 16 percent. 
 
Order forms that list a large number of                 
popular businesses are available in the Chapel Lounge. 
If you don’t see the business you are interested in, a 
complete list of businesses is available. Remember, you 
can always purchase a gift card for yourself. 
Order forms are due the third Sunday of the month with 
gift cards delivered the next Sunday. 
If you want to order gift cards or have questions see 
Tom Rowe or call 414-331-3753.  


