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MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Fifth Sunday in Lent March 22, 2026
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( * Indicates when people are invited to stand)
PRELUDE: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” Arr Vicki Tucker Courtney

WORDS OF WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Cry out to God.

God listens to us.
Hope in God.

God forgives us.
Wait for God.

God’s love is faithful.

OPENING PRAYER

Come, Spirit of God. We wait for your presence. We trust in your abiding promises. Breathe the
breath of your power into us this day, that we may experience the power of new life, the promise
of forgiveness, and blessing of community.

AMEN.
*HYMN: 420 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” vs 1-4

PRAYER OF YEARNING
Sometimes the night seems so long. We lie there, waiting for morning, waiting
for the first glimpse of light. In the same way, we wait for you, O God. We long to
know that you are there and that you care about us. Help us trust your faithful
love. Encourage us as we wait for your promises. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Jesus promises, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever trusts in me will live.” Let us trust
the promise of new life.



*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The Spirit draws us out of ourselves and helps us see others as beloved children of God. The
Spirit leads us to life and peace. Let us celebrate the Spirit we see in each other.

OLD TESTAMENT: Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NIV)

The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a
great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man,
can these bones live?”

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you
will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with
skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling
sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on
them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, “This is what
the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that
they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life
and stood up on their feet—a vast army.

Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.” Therefore prophesy and say to them: “This is what
the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them,;
I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord,
when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will
live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and
I have done it, declares the Lord.”

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE
This 1s the Word of God, for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 130 (NIV)
Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.
If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you.
I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than
watchmen wait for the morning.
Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full
redemption.
He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.
EPISTLE: Romans 8:6-11 (NIV)
The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace.
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The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.
Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to
Christ. But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the
Spirit gives life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
because of his Spirit who lives in you.

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE
This 1s the Word of God, for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 (NIV)

The gospel according to John.

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume
on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one
you love 1s sick.”

When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it 1s for God’s glory so
that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, and then he
said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are
going back?”

Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will
not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. It is when a person walks at night that they
stumble, for they have no light.”

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am
going there to wake him up.”

His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been speaking of his death,
but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so
that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we
may die with him.”

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary
to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know
that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
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Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even
though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into
the world.” After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher
1s here,” she said, “and i1s asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to
him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly
she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.
“Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

Jesus wept.

Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the
entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has
been there four days.”

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing
here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” Therefore many of the Jews who
had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE
This 1s the Word of God, for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

REFLECTIONS ON GOD’S WORD Pastor Rob Odum

HYMN: 393 “Spirit of the Living God”



OFFERING PRAYER
Spirit of God, you breathe new life into the dead and stuck places of our daily living. We are so
grateful for the power of your transforming love. We bring these gifts, hoping that they will
breathe new life into barren places of our world. We bring our lives, filled with new life, ready to
serve all your creation.

Amen.

OFFERTORY MUSIC: “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH ~ The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

*CLOSING HYMN: 467 “Trust and Obey” vs 1-1

*BENEDICTION
Where there seems to be no life, God breathes new life. Where there is no hope, God comes with
new possibilities. Go forth into the world, knowing that God is at work in every place. Feel the

breath of God blowing peace and new life into our kingdom building.
AMEN.

*POSTLUDE: “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” By Rick Founds
t+r + +++ +++ ++ ++ + + F+ F+ 1+ 1+ 7
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March Liturgists Ushers f‘ l S

22nd | Carolyn Ettlie | Cyndi Eickstaedt & Philip Gruntzel ! l é i A ‘

29th Linda Brumm Cyndi Eickstaedt & Philip Gruntzel COIN BASKET: Veterans Community Center

sl LS Jlife e UNISEX KIDS CLOTHES, SMALL SNACKS &
5th Carolyn Ettlie Peter Fetzer & Jackson Lang ARTS/CRAFTS ITEMS: to go to Glennwood
12th | Chris Guse Peter Fetzer & Jackson Lang School

19th | John Hurley Peter Fetzer & Jackson Lang KITTING & CROCHETING: Prayer shawls,

26th | Connie Ziegler | Peter Fetzer & Jackson Lang winter hats/headbands, scarfs & gloves

Please join us for HOLY WEEK WORSHIP

PALM SUNDAY: March 29th
8:55 AM at Blessed Hope UMC
10:30 AM at Memorial UMC

MAUNDY THURSDAY: April 2nd 6pm
Combined Worship Service at Blessed Hope UMC

GOOD FRIDAY: April 3rd 6pm
Combined Worship Service at Memorial UMC

EASTER SUNDAY: April 5th
Traditional Resurrection Day Worship & Celebration
8:55 AM at Blessed Hope UMC

Memorial UMC
General Information & Staff
3450 South 52rd Street, Greenfield, WI 563219
Church Phone: 414-545-2440

Church Email: mumcgreenfield@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. Rob Odum, 414-238-8367

Pastor’s Email: robdodum@gmail.com

Director of Music: Sarah Brumm
Hymn Leaders: Sarah Brumm,
Summer Ketchell, Emily Bergeron
Pianist & Organist: Karen Fetzer
Live Stream Production Team:
Brad Weller, Xylia-Sophia Conn,
John Stoekl, Tom Rowe, Greg Ettlie
Office Administrator: Peggy Leonhardt
Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9am-1pm 6

TOILETRY DRIVE: organizations helping the
homeless

ALUMINUM PULL TABS: for the Ronald
McDonald House

For those who would like to join us for the Palm
Sunday Brunch, please sign up on the form that
is located in the Chapel Lounge.

Memorial United Methodist
Church Blood Drive

3450 S 52nd St
Greenfield

Tuesday, April 21, 2026
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Sunday, 9:15am
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday, 10:30am

CONFIRMATION CLASSES:
Confirmation classes will be held each
Saturday from 9-10:30am through 5/16

CERAMICS: Mondays, 1-9pm

CHANCEL CHOIR: Thursday, 6:30-7:25pm

JOYFUL BELLS: Thursday, 7:30-8:30pm

SASSY SOWERS: 1st Tuesday & 34, Thursday,
10am-1pm

2nd SATURDAY SUPPER: on April 11th at 5pm
at Matty's Bar & Grille, 14460 College Ave,
New Berlin - https://www.mattysbar.com/

PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH: March 29th,
11:30am-1pm after church, in the fellowship
hall. $5 donation per person.

FELLOWSHIP: April 19th, Light refreshments in
the chapel lounge following worship service

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST: 3vd Tuesday, 9am at
Pallas Restaurant, 1657 S. 108th St, West Allis

MEN’S BREAKFAST: 3rd Thursday, 8:30am at
Meyers, 4260 S 76th St, Greenfield




